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The Insufficiency of the Golden Rule 


HRISTIANS have been wont to find the high- 

est principle of ethics in the Gospel injunction: 
‘“‘Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, 
do ye even so unto them.” To be sure, they have 
recognized that the maximum was not wholly origi- 
nal. It can be discovered widely in the literature of 
classical antiquity and other religions, though usu- 
ally in negative rather than in positive form, But it 
enjoins conduct so far beyond common practice that 
men have accepted it as a norm for the relations of 
persons, a well-nigh unachievable ideal ; for corporate 
relations, a counsel of perfection. 

As a matter of fact, the Golden Rule is the first 
principle rather than the final principle of ethics. It 
furnishes a foundation rather than the copestone of a 
worthy structure for human relationships. 

A moment’s reflection reveals its inadequacy in 
the most familiar personal associations. The con- 
siderate hostess is not satisfied to spread before her 
guest the fare which would please her, were the 
roles reversed. She is at pains to discover the deli- 
cacies most relished by the guest, however unfamiliar 
or uncongenial they may be to her own taste. In 
relations between the sexes, scrupulous practice of 
the Golden Rule fails lamentably to nurture pro- 
found understanding and sympathy ; how many mar- 
riages never rise above the level of perfunctory fidel- 
ity because one partner attempts no higher aim than 
to treat the other as he himself would wish to be 
treated! So, likewise, in relations between different 
generations. What we desire of others is not that 
they should do to us as they would wish to be done 
unto, but as we wish to be done unto. The Golden 
Rule may fulfill “the law and the prophets.” It does 
not approximate the ethic of the Gospel, of imagina- 
tive consideration and solicitude. 

When the maxim is taken as a guide to relations 
of groups, its practice becomes immeasurably more 
difficult, but its insufficiency is no less patent. This 
is notably true of relations between nations. A prin- 
cipal source of international misunderstanding and 
tension is not simply that governments do not agree 
on specific programs, but that their peoples do not 
recognize that divergences in program. spring from 
utterly different presuppositions as to what is ideally 
desirable. We have thought that if only nations 


could be brought to practice the Golden Rule, all dif- 
ferences would evaporate. Actually the deeper 
sources of conflict would remain untouched. 

Those who visited Great Britain in the days of 
the “Noble Experiment” will recall the puzzled in- 
credulity with which their hosts made inquiry con- 
cerning “Pro-hi-bi-tion” ; how could a seemingly in- 
telligent and civilized nation think of imposing upon 
its citizens such an intolerable invasion of personal 
liberty? All the while the American visitor would 
with difficulty hide his astonishment that so advanced 
and cultured a people as the British should tolerate 
with complacency in London or Glasgow or Man- 
chester sodden poverty hardly paralleled elsewhere 
in the world. In similar fashion today, useful dis- 
cussion between the two nations on issues of empire, 
colonies and subject peoples is almost estopped be- 
cause divergences as to procedure spring from under- 
lying differences as to what is desirable and right, 
differences often unrecognized and not discussed. 

These observations bear directly upon the present 
phase of international negotiation. And especially 
the relations of the Great Powers. True, the recent 
epidemic of backbiting and mutual recriminations in 
press and radio and among the several publics has 
subsided under the spell of momentous agreements 
at Yalta. But it may recur. There is no evidence 
that the malady has been cured at its source. Rather, 
the increasingly intimate association of the major 
Powers in the intricate specifics of world-control will 
provide multiplied occasions for misunderstanding 
and disagreement. 


Here is the basic fact: Three or four or five great 
nations approach specific issues with presuppositions 
as to what is to be sought and how it can be achieved, 
derived from their respective traditions and expe- 
rience, presuppositions often radically different. 
Even if each were to treat the others in the spirit of 
the Golden Rule, there would be no full meeting of 
minds as to policy. Moreover, there is no time to 
attempt or effect conversion on the place of these 
underlying premises. 

Public discussion is almost wholly at the level of 
concrete programs. When divergences appear, the 
columns and voices of commentators become strident 
with denunciation of Allies because they do not see 





eye-to-eye with us as to what should be done. The 
significant matter on which such commentators offer 
little illumination is as to why contradictory pro- 
grams are assumed as self-evident by the disputants. 

Criticism has its essential place. Differences in 
proposal must be faced and compromised. But, as 
far as the general public is concerned, the great need 
lies at a deeper level. What must be sought in the 
first instance is not agreement but comprehension. 
If the space and energy given to criticism were de- 
voted to interpreting to the American people the un- 
familiar premises which are axiomatic for their 


Allies, the risk of fatal cleavage would be materially 
mitigated. 

In any event, here lies the special task of Chris- 
tian leadership. Perhaps the greatest need at this 
crucial juncture is not the invoking of the Golden 
Rule, but the far more difficult and demanding appli- 
cation of that imaginative insight and understanding 
which are the very essence of the Christian attitude, 
without which human cooperation whether individ- 
ual or corporate cannot be securely founded. 

H.P.V.D. 


The Indian Situation as a Christian Sees It 


AUGUSTINE RALLA 


M’4s Y of my own countrymen in the midst of 
present political fervor will not agree with me 
in the statement, that I see the hand of God in the 
coming together of Britain and India. It is an interest- 
ing fact that just about the same time as the British 
pioneers blazed a new trail in founding the present 
United States, a British Mercantile Company 
brought India within the orbit of Britain. I can’t say 
that the best methods were employed in bringing 
about this connection, but the fact remains that the 
fate of India was sealed in British hands. Through- 
out the history of this connection many blunders 
have been made on both sides which have led to the 
present crisis. But in my judgment, if this connec- 
tion had not come about we would have been another 
Europe—eternal cockpit of internal warfares. The 
one India of Asoka’s days once again asserts to the 
world its united nationhood, in spite of baffling di- 
versities that reign within. Britain on the one hand 
boasts of this achievement before the world, yet it 
does not raise its little finger to thwart those who are 
today determined on its vivisection. I feel that 
modern amenities of civilization, such as wide-spread 
railways, would not have come about so speedily but 
for this connection. The adjoining lands of India 
prove the statement. India has drunk deep at the 
fountains of democracy and liberalism which have 
guided it to its present maturity. I hope that while 
India will make the Hindustani language its lingua 
franca, the introduction of the English language 
will keep it abreast of international trade and other 
concomitant developments. India’s respect for law 
and order and uprightness in the conducting of 
internal affairs have received a decided impetus 
through this connection. 

I should proceed to the ugly aspects of this rela- 
tion too, but these will come out as I proceed with 
my tale. At this stage I should point out 
the following facts: (1) In this connection an urban 


RAM 


civilization came into touch with a rural civilization, 
and Britain never really understood the rural India. 
The village India is a very sad India today. (2) 
Britain never made India its home and the P and O 
Boat took away and brought in, through its weekly 
arrivals and departures, the British august and petty 
rulers. (3) Britain made very little effort to be on 
social terms of equality with India. It never de- 
sired to weave itself into the life of the country. It 
presided over its destinies at a distance. (4) It 
hurt India more through its racial arrogance than 
anything else. A hundred and one instances could 
be given in proof of this statement. In these two 
hundred years, not a single Indian General has 
arisen. Has the Indian Soldiery been as bad as all 
that? Not that I would ever eulogize warfare. 


At this stage we must consider the tragic failure 
of Sir Stafford Cripps’ Mission, for it is only a re- 
cent episode and has attracted the attention of the 
world. Let me say at once, that I personally regret 
that the offer made by Britain with all its weak- 
nesses was not accepted. The present war with all 
its tragedies should have been looked upon as only a 
passing incident, and having accepted the offer of 
independence, India should have given itself to the 
stupendous task of reconciling its differences, and 
evolving a Constitution; should have set up Com- 
missions to deal with national reconstruction tasks in 
the post-war world. Its leaders would have been 
free to travel as guests of Allied Nations, bringing 
before them a fundamental basis of a new world order 
from the point of view of the East. But the fact 
remains that the mission failed and led to disastrous 
aftermaths which are still upon us and around us. 
The reasons for the failure need not be rehearsed 
at length, but the root cause was lack of trust on 
both sides. India wanted a substantial change in the 
government immediately. In order to make it 
a people’s warfare, it demanded an effective voice in 
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military affairs, which Britain was unwilling to con- 
cede. Two things in the offer itself went against 
Indian aspirations for a united and free India: Brit- 
ain’s offer to give protection to seceding units, and 
declaring that while the rest of India would choose 
the Constituent Assembly, the India of the princes 
would be represented by the nominees of the princes. 
These provisions could not possibly be accepted by 
national leaders. With all the bungling that took 
place, Britain once again proved the truth of the 
adage, that it lacks imagination and tries to do right 
things at wrong times. Let me leave the matter at 
that and pass on. 

If I judge the temper of India at all, let me 
say that India has fallen head-over-heels in love 
with the goal of complete independence. It does not 
wish to be a dominion of any empire whatsoever, 
howsoever benign it may boast to be. It turns to 
Britain itself and says that imperialism should be 
completely rooted out from the affairs of nations. It 
has had its day and must be relegated to the limbo 
of the past. It goes further and declares that im- 
perialism has been the root cause of these past two 
wars. It hates Nazism and Fascism but -is of the 
opinion that these are foster children of imperialism. 
It says that while Hitler, Mussolini and Tojo are 
dangerous carbuncles, they are results of a diabetic 
political ailment. It does not believe in any isola- 
tionism, but in independence for nations in a world- 
wide brotherhood. India often makes fun of the 
British Empire. When it is said, “it is an em- 
pire on which the sun never sets,” it replies by say- 
ing, “yes, because the British cannot be trusted in the 
dark!” Claiming independence for itself, it turns to 
3ritain and asks it to die to itself so that it might 
live and lead the way in bringing about a brother- 
hood of nations, and find some one who will be glad 
to preside over its liquidation for the sake of the 
good of the world. 

When India is asked how it would tackle its prob- 
lem of national defence, it points to the exploits of 
its armies in the Middle East. It says that China and 
India could make a most effective combination in 
dealing with aggression, but also suggests that an 
international court of arbitration, backed by an inter- 
national police force would be the best remedy to 
deal with such exigencies. 

When India is told that the policy of Britain is to 
lead it by stages to a fully self-governing India one 
bright day, India replies that that day is here and 
now ; as a matter of fact this day arrived sometime 
ago, and it has no faith in evolutionary processes of 
British choice. 

When it is questioned whether it has sufficient 
talent to manage the affairs of the state, it resents 
that a question such as this should even be raised in 
face of overwhelming palpable evidence. India’s 
statesmen, scientists, industrialists, artists and ora- 
tors have won the respect of millions in the world, 


and if they are not to the forefront as they should 
be, the reason is not far to seek. They are thwarted 
and suffer from frustration because of lack of respon- 
sibility and opportunity. 

When its princes and states are brought up as an- 
other impediment to the complete assumption of self- 
rule, India, without flinching, urges the British to 
serve notice on them and tell them that the time has 
come when they should mutually release each other 
from time old undertakings to stand by each other, 
and that princes and princelings should turn to the 
common people of India in building a truly demo- 
cratic republic. Some of its sons even suggest that 
for the present the princes be left to themselves, and 
that the rest of India should proceed with its pro- 
gram of national reconstruction and the princes are 
bound to follow suit or seek shelter elsewhere. Brit- 
ain’s financial stakes are in India, and its remaining 
“the goose that lays the golden eggs” is another 
serious difficulty that should be candidly faced. I 
will say two things in dealing with this problem: 
First of all to my own countrymen I would say, “let 
bygones be bygones.” India has asked that an inter- 
national tribunal be appointed which should go into 
all the expenditures of the past and adjudicate mat- 
ters amicably. It cannot be denied that Britain at 
times has played “ducks and drakes” with India’s 
revenue, but what nation is there in the world that 
has not a great deal in its history which makes the 
past shameful? Besides it should be remembered 
that in days gone by aggressiveness on the part of 
nations was never looked down upon as wrong. 
Might was right and so because of this truth all that 
has gone should be forgiven and forgotten. To Brit- 
ain I would say, that it will become increasingly im- 
possible for it to force its goods on a bitter and un- 
happy India. On the other hand a friendly India 
could become a valuable asset. If Britain will today 
call a spade a spade and do rightly by India heroi- 
cally, India will accord to Britain as friendly a treat- 
ment as it could desire. Of course, India will have 
to draw up a national reconstruction program and 
will adopt measures to protect its newly formed in- 
dustries, but a way will be found by which Britain 
will not be hurt through compensatory arrange- 
ments. My personal hope is that the good which lies 
in the past British and Indian connections will evoke 
utmost generosity in Indian hearts. I once attended 
a meeting of the Indian National Congress at which 
a speaker said to the English people sitting in the 
front benches, “I do not know why you are here, 
probably some of you are spying upon us. I have a 
message for your people in Britain, and that message 
is this—that if I had my way I would collect you all, 
and taking you to Bombay, I would dump you into 
boats and start you toward Britain. When you had 
safely disappeared, I would catch up to you again and 
would inquire of you as to where you were going. Of 
course, you would then meekly reply that you were 





returning to your homeland. I would then say to 
you that after your departure we had established our 
own government, and would ask you if you would be 
willing to return and take a share in our nation-build- 
ing tasks. If you replied in the affirmative, I would 
ask you to cable to Britain that many more are 
wanted, and would bring you back to my country.” 
At this the whole congress clapped. 

There is one obstacle to India’s complete self-rule 
to which I must now turn. It is asserted that 
India’s internal divisions are so pronounced and 
overwhelming that India cannot be trusted complete- 
ly as yet with the reins of the government, for as 
soon as the British Command should withdraw, 
India’s divisive forces will fly at each other and an 
orgy of bloodshed will plunge India into a chaotic 
abyss and dark days of mutual slaughter will return. 
I will not say that all British statesmen talk in this 
strain, but there are many who do use this argu- 
ment as their trump card. It is to the hollow- 
ness of this contention that I must address myself. 
First of all be it noticed that if we were so terribly 
divided it would have been impossible to press for- 
ward with almost an unanimous desire that we should 
be independent and free here and now. As a matter 
of fact a passion has possessed the Indian people to 
be full masters of their affairs and destiny. Note 
again that Britain has made one boast before nations, 
with some justification, that through its advent 
in India the gift of national unity has come 
to that country. That being so, Britain should con- 
sistently work for its continuing unity. Strangely 
enough the offer which Sir Stafford Cripps brought 
spelt encouragement once more to divisiveness, 
and it is sadly true that the present government is 
doing hardly anything to prevent Mr. Jinnah from 
his efforts to bring about India’s vivisection. A 
Gandhi, who even when he threatens civil-dis- 
obedience, is put behind the bars along with thou- 
sands and is treated as enemy number one, but a 
Jinnah, who exults in his plans for parcelling out of 
India, is given free play to go up and down the land 
with his nefarious campaign. 

Britain takes every opportunity to tell the nations 
of the world that India is a trust (I may say that 
India treats such language as cant). That being so, 
is it not reasonable that Britain, knowing that a 
passion for freedom has possessed the Indian people, 
should parade India’s differences instead of becoming 
actively concerned about the removal of these im- 
pediments? In this vital matter Britain only acts as 
a side-line spectator and turns to us as if it is only 
our concern. Britain, realizing that India has made 
up its mind to be independent and free, should de- 
scend into the arena and become an active partici- 
pant in the solution of India’s inter-communal diffi- 
culties. 

I would advocate the following course for Britain’s 
adoption. It should immediately release India’s 


political prisoners who are eating their hearts out 
behind the bars. Their resentment vitiates the 
whole atmosphere and makes it impossible to end the 
present deadlock that carries with it frustration and 
futility. Those legislators who went into the wilder- 
ness because of the humiliation to which India was 
subjected when it was declared a belligerent country 
without its consent should be restored forthwith. 

All legislators and every single political and com- 
munal party should then be instructed to send their 
accredited representatives to a Constituent Assembly 
in Delhi, where Britain, in unmistaken language, 
should declare that their leaders will be given six 
months to draw up a Constitution for the future 
India, according to which all interests and minori- 
ties shall have been accorded satisfaction. But in 
case it failed to secure such an achievement, then 
Britain will be compelled to invite statesmen and 
constitutional experts from lands of India’s choice, 
such as the United States of America, China, Rus- 
sia, Turkey, Iran, France and the Scandinavian 
Countries, who, after examining the Indian situa- 
tion thoroughly, will be asked to evolve a Constitu- 
tion for it and give notice to India that either it 
does this job itself or it will have to accept the Con- 
stitution drawn up for it. Such a Constitution will 
then be imposed willy-nilly and will become binding 
in the first instance, for a period of, say, fifteen 
years without being tinkered with in any way. For 
this period of transition the present army may have 
to be maintained and only gradually reduced under 
an international mandate. Meanwhile India should 
set its hands to the nation-building tasks under the 
five Commissions which have recently been organ- 
ized on (1) Education, (2) Scientific Agri- 
culture, (3) Industry, (4) Transport and (5) Pre- 
ventive and Curative Medicine. 

In my judgment, if Britain fearlessly adopted the 
policy which I have outlined above, and became an 
active participant in seeking a solution of India’s in- 
tercommunal differences, forthwith a new hope will 
arise in the breasts of men and there will be rejoic- 
ing in the ancient land of Hind. Give any country 
a strong government of its own, and give its sons 
and daughters responsibilities for carrying out na- 
tion-building tasks, you may be sure that its internal 
differences will be gradually ironed out. I want now 
to face one other problem in which the church in 
the West is deeply interested. I am often asked 
what will happen to the church in India in case free- 
dom and independence should come to India. As a 
fellow Christian from India, I have three replies to 
make: (1) We as Christians should confront this cru- 
cial issue without paying any regard to our own inter- 
ests. The only consideration that should prevail with 
us is whether the cause of Indian independence is just 
and fair, and if it is, we should uphold it and advance 
it with all the influence we are capable of exerting. 
(2) India has always been an exceedingly tolerant 
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country in the sense that it has opened its gates wide 
to all religions, and has proved to be an asylum of 
refuge to all those who have suffered oppression else- 
where. Besides, when it draws up its Constitution, its 
provisions will apply to all without singling out any 
minority for adverse treatment. No one can possibly 
imagine that India will give freedom of worship and 
propagation to Mohammedans and Sikhs and deny it 
to Christians. (3) It is possible that some privi- 
leges which we enjoy today may be taken away from 
us, such as the teaching of Scriptures in schools 
and colleges, the holding of properties by Foreign 
Missions, and non-Indians remaining heads of 
institutions. It may appoint Commissions which 
may examine the genuineness of conversions. 
These limitations should in no way interfere 
with the church in its worship or witness-bearing. As 
a matter of fact, I believe that our best opportunity 
is still to come. Today we are on the whole a very 
much misunderstood people. We have consciously 
and unconsciously in some cases given occasion for 
such a misunderstanding. Our sufficiency should be 
of God alone and we should refuse to lean on any 
political props whatsoever. We must never forget 
the zeal of the first century Christians who went forth 
to conquer realms for their Master and had to face 
indescribable difficulties at the same time. I believe 
that if India should become independent and free, 
the real church, with all the chaff consumed, will rise 
with a glorious power in India. It is a living church 
and its very slight sufferings will redound to its 
glory. It will be able to speak much more coura- 
geously. Veils will lift and Christ of the ages will 
appear to India as the satisfaction of its ceaseless 
quest for the unseen Christus Victor. I am per- 
sonally very sad indeed that the flower of the Indian 
Community should be behind the prison bars today. 
It is so unnecessary. My leaders should today have 
engaged themselves in the task of hammering out a 
workable Constitution. They should have been giv- 
ing themselves to the tasks of the five Commissions, 
preparin:: for the post-war India. Their emissaries 
should i.:ve been abroad among the Allied Nations 
preparing in consultation with them for a new day 
for the whole world. The East may thus have 
played a vital part in healing strife between the na- 
tions. Oh! “The might-have-been of this stubborn 
world!” 

I hope that as soon as statesmen of the Allied Na- 
tions hasten to the peace-chamber, the United States 
of America, China, Russia and other nations will 
bring home to Britain the immediate need of seeking 
friendship with the East. Britain’s greatest hour is 
still to come. It must rid itself of its vast terri- 
torial possessions in the shape of colonies. With no 
stretch of conscience can it go on retaining its hold 
on India. China must be honored by the glad relin- 
quishing of Hong Kong. Its backward colonies 


should be placed under international mandates. I 
wish from all my heart, that countries like Canada 
and Australia would shock Britain by declaring that 
they would renounce all empire ideologies and would 
seek independent existences in a world-brotherhood 
of nations. It will be there that the great and beau- 
tiful Britain, represented in its churches and univer- 
sities, will become known. The friendly and gra- 
cious Britain that expresses itself through organi- 
zations, such as the Student Christian Movement of 
Great Britain will be the greatest means of blessing 
to the whole world. 

I have been deeply hurt by Beverley Nichols’ re- 
cent book, which is wickedly one-sided and a most 
superficial partial presentation, and I believe that 
the Reader’s Digest has gone one step further in its 
wicked review of such a book coolly setting aside 
other books written by other Englishmen, such as 
Edgar Snow and H. R. Brailsford. I wish that the 
Western writers would not come to my country for 
a few weeks and then write adverse books on India 
as if they know all about it. The truth is that there 
is a glad and promising springtime in India and there 
is cooing of doves in that ancient land. Oh! that 
statesmen of the world would arise and, treating 
India as a crucial test of the sincerity of the Allied 
Nations, would harness all its passions to interna- 
tional friendship. “To whom much has been given 
much shall be required of him” applies to Britain 
more than any other country in the world, because 
of all the Christian idealism that its less known sons 
and daughters have sent forth to the ends of the 
earth. For this reason the cry of my heart is the 
prayer of the Anglican Clergyman who prayed, “God 
bless England but damn the British Empire.” The 
East today may look quiet and unassuming, but I 
know that it is seething with rage over its present 
relations with the West. There are foreboding 
rumblings going on underneath and they can only be 
stopped by the West extending the right hand of 
true fellowship and equality. 

The text that comes to my mind in the end is 
from Isaiah, “Watchman, what of the night ? Watch- 
man, what of the night? The Watchman said, The 
morning cometh, and also the night: if ye will en- 
quire, enquire ye; return, come.” There is a deep 
gloom over the East in wrong international relations. 
The poverty of the masses, due to the greed of pow- 
erful men and nations, inter-racial relations even ex- 
pressed in that damnable evil called untouchability, 
in idolatry of human achievements and wealth, and 
the great need today is that we “return and come.” 
Repentance is once again the crying need of the hour 
and it is only then that the watchman will speak 
only of the dawn and not of the night. Now is the 
Day of Salvation. May we soon witness the reali- 
zation of the dream, 

“I saw the powers of darkness take their flight 

I saw the morning break.” 








A Service of Penitence 


Righteous Lord, who causest men and nations to reap 
that which they sow, and renderest indignation and 
wrath unto them who obey unrighteousness, we acknowl- 
edge our sins and the sins of our country, the sins of the 
fathers and the sins of our generation in every land, 
which have brought Thy judgment upon our world. We 
humble ourselves before Thee for pride and greed, for 
the indifference of the strong to the wrongs of the weak, 
and the self-seeking of all, for trust in man’s power 
and wisdom and for the disregard of Thy law of kind- 
ness and humility. We have sown the wind, and we 
reap the whirlwind. 

Let us search and try our ways, and turn unto the 
Lord our God, for we have rebelled against Him. 

Merciful Father, who dost not afflict willingly nor 
grieve the children of men, for Thou considerest their 
trouble and knowest their souls in adversity, we call to 
mind the desolations which man’s war has made in the 
earth, the ancient cities in ruins and the fair country- 
sides laid waste, the sorrowful multitudes of the home- 
less and impoverished, the maimed, the broken in spirit, 
the lonely who mourn their beloved slain, the persecuted 
and the cruelly oppressed, the pitiable victims both of 
calculated brutality and of unintended destruction by the 
implements of war, and all who in their miseries re- 
member the pleasant things that they had in days of old. 

Lo, these are the fruits of sin, of our sin and of our 
brethren’s sin. It is of Thy mercies that we are not 
consumed. O Lamb of God, who takest away the sin 
of the world, have mercy upon us. 

All-wise God, who canst make the wrath of man to 
praise Thee, we bless Thy name for sensitive and valiant 
souls in many lands whose consciences could not abide 
tyranny and felt injustices unbearable, and who will- 
ingly sacrificed themselves and those dearer to them 
than self to oppose aggression and to set free the en- 
slaved. If passion or hatred or aught else ignoble have 
mingled with their sacrifices, O Lord forgive, for Thou 
knowest what is in man; and of Thy goodness employ 
the toil and pains, the tears and blood, bravely offered, 
to advance Thy righteousness. 

Accept, O God, the service given for freedom’s sake, 
pardoning its faultiness, and establish Thou the hopes of 
Thy servants and the work of their hands. 

Longsuffering Father, who hast sent unto us prophets 
and wise men, bidding us live as brethren, and who didst 
come in Jesus, Thy Son, to establish Thy reign of good- 
will among men, we own our blindness and guilt in 
failing to know and to do the things which belong unto 
peace. Especially do we confess our sin as a people 
who commended to mankind the fellowship of nations 
but refused to assume our part in it, and sought our 
own wealth and ease, while others were attacked. Justly 
hast Thou chastened us in this dread conflict; and we 
humbly pray to be led by Thy good Spirit into paths of 
patient friendship, and made willing to share responsi- 
bility for the maintenance of justice and peace every- 
where, knowing that under Thee nations are members 
one of another. 

Incline us and every nation, O Lord, to look not each 
on its own things, but also on the things of others, and 


to bear one another's burdens, that so we may fulfil the 
law of Christ. 
God of nations, who hast made our country great in 
wealth and might, and hast exalted us to so high a place 
among the peoples of the earth, we acknowledge our 


unworthiness to fulfil the tasks Thou assignest us. We 
bewail our lack of understanding of other lands, our 
scanty sympathy with their want and suffering, the little 
thought which we and our fellow-citizens give to our 
duty to them and our unreadiness to deny ourselves to 
relieve their present miseries and aid them to a richer 
life, and especially our complacency with ourselves, un- 
mindful of the faults and follies plain to their eyes and 
manifest in Thy sight. Make us, gracious Lord, con- 
trite in heart as those who often sin, lowly as those to 
whom much has been given, and faithful as those of 
whom much is required. 

Grant us, O God, a wise and an understanding heart 
to do justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with 
Thee. 

Faithful Lord, whose judgments begin at the house 
of God, and who hast committed unto Thy Church the 
ministry of reconciliation, we humble ourselves before 
Thee for the divisions in the household of faith which 
weaken our testimony to Christ in whom men become of 
one purpose and one Spirit. We confess with shame 
the want of love of one another among Thy people, our 
obstinate attachment to inherited opinions and outgrown 
ways, and our blindness to the desperate need of a lost 
world for the healing of its conflicts, and to its craving 
for fellowship. Lead us through Christ to find among 
ourselves and to manifest unity of faith and of love, 
that we may witness and worship and work together as 
one in Him whose we are and whom we serve. 

Help us, good Lord, to lay to heart the disobedience 
to Thy will and the waste and folly in the divisions in 
Thy Church; and knit Thy people together both in- 
wardly in soul and outwardly as one Body of Christ for 
the advancement of Thy kingdom. 

Gracious Lord, who hast counted us faithful, calling 
us to ministries in Thy Church and committing to our 
trust the glorious Gospel, we acknowlege our unworthi- 
ness of Thy confidence. We confess our love of self 
and desire for praise, our shortcomings as students of 
Thy truth, our unskilfulness in the service of men, our 
lack of faith and want of ardor, our preoccupation with 
our own interests rendering us heedless of Thy calls, 
and above all our smallness of heart and vision in a day 
of great needs and vast opportunity. 

God, be merciful to us: spare no discipline which 
Thou seest needful to amend our faults, to renew a right 
spirit within us and to enlarge us to be friends and fel- 
low-workers with Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Out of the depths do we cry unto Thee, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our voice: let Thine ears be attentive to 

the voice of our supplications. 
There is forgiveness with Thee, that Thou mayest be 
feared. 

We wait for Thee, O Lord, and in Thy word do we 

hope. 
With the Lord there is mercy, and with Him is plen- 
teous redemption. 

O Lord,redeemThy people from all our iniquities. Amen. 

Henry SLOANE CorFINn. 
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The World Church: News and Notes 


The Catholic Left Wing 


A correspondent of the New Statesman and Nation 
(London) reports as follows on the political develop- 
ments in the underground movements of Holland and 
Belgium: “In both Belgium and Holland the energy 
and increased strength of progressive Catholics is 
scarcely less significant than the strength of the com- 
munists. . . . These Catholics consider themselves so- 
cialists but not Marxists. In Holland they talk about a 
corporate but democratic organization in industry which 
must be compelled to put the interests of the community 
first. In Belgium they say that coal, transport, elec- 
tricity, insurance, arms, aircraft, sugar, flour and mill- 
ing industries should be ‘put at the disposal of the com- 
munity.’ They say that while their bishops are inclined 
to disapprove, many of the younger priests sympathize 
with them and they do not anticipate opposition from 
the church to their association with socialists.” 


George Slocombe, reporting to the New York Herald 
Tribune gives a similar estimate of the effect of the 
comradeship of the French underground upon the re- 
ligious situation in France. “The village atheist,” he 
declares, “embraced the village curé,” in the resistance 
movement and “men went to the torture chamber or 
the execution yard with the name of God and the name 
of their country on their lips.” Slocombe reports that 
the Communists have plastered Paris with the slogan 
“Religion is a Private Affair,” thus emphasizing their 
new attitude toward religion. Progressive Catholics on 
the other hand have rediscovered the works of Charles 
Peguy, a Catholic mystic and poet who was also a revo- 
lutionist and who died in the battle of the Marne in the 
last war. 


Escaped Theological Student 
Describes Current Conditions 


An inside view of Christianity in Japan was given 
this week in Chungking by a Korean theological stu- 
dent who was forced to volunteer for the Japanese army 
last year, served a few months, and then escaped one 
night last July from a Central China camp, and made 
his way to Chungking, seat of the Korean Provisional 
Government. 

Christianity in Japan, he believes, is a much weaker 
force today than it was in 1941. Christian membership 
has fallen off as much as two-thirds, he says, and 
church attendance is about a fifth of the pre-war 
average. 


_ The 28-year-old student, who was in his third year 
in theology at the Nippon Theological College in Tokyo, 
named three reasons for the waning of Christian influ- 
ence in Japan. For one thing, the new Japan Christian 


| Association, which was inspired by the government to 


“unite” the churches, spends so much effort flattering 
the state and its wishes that it is no longer a spiritual 
force, and many real Christians stay away from church 
to protest. 


Second, it is no longer popular to be a Christian. 
The faith carries a stigma of being foreign, and the 


nationalist enthusiasm has weaned away persons of 
weak faith. “Christians are no longer respected by the 
general public,” he said. Third, people are too busy to 
go to church. Sunday is a work day, and while Chris- 
tians in Japan may have time off for attending services, 
few take it. Pastors also must perform their national 
labor service. 

Christians have been a nucleus of criticism against 
the state, this former Japanese soldier declared. The 
famous Christian leader, Toyohiko Kagawa, who had 
been doing social work since 1941, was thrown into jail 
in October 1943 for his generally liberal social criti- 
cism and opposition to the war. “I was a close friend 
of Kagawa and heard him say many times that the war 
was making Japan poorer, that our militarists were 
leading us to national disaster,” the young soldier told. 

(RNS) 


Treatment of Germany 


The National News-Letter makes the following ob- 
servation on the Allied treatment of Germany: 

“The victorious Great Powers, in their treatment of 
Germany will justify everything they do by pleading 
the necessity of preventing a third German aggression. 
What they will really be interested in, however, will be 
security against each other. Politicians rarely look for 
more than a few years ahead, and they practically always 
think in terms of power. But for several years after 
the war, Germany will not be a power, and the Allies, 
in dealing with her, will be less influenced by their fear 
of what she may do in the future than by their present 
fears of each other. They will talk about Germany, 
Japan and Italy, and even about Poland and Greece, 
and they will reserve their insults for the people they 
dislike inside those countries; but the real objects of 
their fears and their suspicions will not be their ene- 
mies, or smaller allies, who will be weak or disarmed, 
but their great allies who alone will be strong enough 
to injure them. 

“Whatever the case with international wars, the dis- 
putes that lead to civil wars are not solved by the un- 
conditional surrender of the vanquished. Unless the 
victors come to terms with their enemies, or, at least, do 
something to satisfy the legitimate aspirations of the 
defeated groups, the latter merely go “underground” and 
prepare new troubles for the future. This is a truth 
which applies to other countries no less than to Greece, 
and Stalin as well as Churchill should be expected to 
apply it.” 


Orthodox Church Contributes 500,000 
Roubles to Russia’s Defense Fund 


The Russian Orthodox Church has contributed 500,- 
000 roubles toward Russia’s defense fund, and special 
collections have also been taken up in Moscow churches 
to mark the 27th anniversary of the Red Army, Patri- 
arch Alexei announced in a message to Premier Stalin 
published in Soviet newspapers. 

“We have always been heart and soul with our valo- 
rous defenders,” the Patriarch’s message said. “On the 
day specially dedicated to our great Red Army’s 27th 
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anniversary, we note with special admiration its ex- 
ploits ensuring a decisive rout of fascism. 

‘We send greetings and we pray to God for heav- 
enly guidance for you and our great country and army, 
of which you are supreme leader. To mark the Red 
Army anniversary, the Patriarchate has subscribed 500,- 
000 roubles for the defense fund, and all the Moscow 
churches, at my exhortation, observed this day with 
special contributions to the cause of defense. 

“Warmly we wish you, dear Joseph Vissarionovich, 
health and strength and long life for the building of a 
peaceful life in all the countries of the world.” (RNS) 


Russians Said to Allow Religious 
Freedom in Hungary, But Favor 
Protestants in Political Posts 


Russian occupation authorities in Hungary have made 
no attempt to interfere with religious affairs, according 
to Count Michel Karolyi, head of the Hungarian Coun- 
cil in Great Britain, composed of representatives of 
various anti-Fascist groups. 

“There is absolute freedom for all religious faiths,” the 
one-time president of Hungary said in an interview. He 
added that the clergy “have shown themselves both 
realistic and public-spirited in their participation in 
setting up the provisional government, and there is 
every hope they will lead the way in supporting rehabili- 
tation programs despite far-reaching changes which 
will have to be made in the political economy of the 
country.” 

Discussing problems of agrarian reform, Count 
Karolyi said the only religious group likely to be great- 
ly affected by plans for large-scale land redistribution is 
the Roman Catholic Church, several of whose dioceses 
are endowed with large estates. In such cases and 
others, he said, where the income from land holdings 
support welfare institutions or schools, some equitable 
settlement will have to be made. (RNS) 
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Halsey on the Japanese 

The New York Times reports the following conver- 
sation from Admiral Halsey: 

“Asked if he had any more famous messages to send 
to the Japanese, Admiral Halsey laughed and said: 
‘Tell them I still believe in the Chinese proverb about 


the origin of the Jap race.’ For the benefit of the un- 
initiated, he explained in a considerably expurgated 
version how the Chinese maintained that the Japanese 
were the product of a mating between female apes and 
the worst Chinese criminals who had been banished 
from China by a benevolent emperor.” 

This is the kind of racism which we condemn in the 
foe and which must be vigorously condemned when 
some of our high military leaders give expression to it. 


Dutch Reformed Church Calls 
For Spiritual Renewal 


Spiritual renewal both in the church and in the na- 
tion’s social, political and economic life was stressed in 
a pastoral letter by the Netherlands Reformed Church. 
It was issued by an emergency commission set up to act 
for the national synod “until the completion of Holland’s 
liberation,” and was read at special intercession services 
in the freed provinces. 

Expressing gratitude for the progress of Allied liber- 
ation, the letter, however, voiced “deep concern” for the 
future of regions where “sickness and death still visit 
the people, and men and women are dragged away by 
thousands. 

“The church recognizes in the terrible events of these 
days, the judgment of God on a world that has turned 
away from Him, and on a confessing church which has 
already fallen short of the obedience God demands. 

“It is all-important that we should live in the fellow- 
ship of Christians, constantly, and with self-denial, 
helping neighbors and compatriots; the fellowship 
wherein all things are held in common, so that those 
who have lost everything in the war and seem alone to 
pay the price of the war, are not left to themselves but 
given sacrificial help in money and kind; the fellowship 
wherein Christ is honored and injustice done away 
with, and His love is not denied by deeds undermining 
our communion.” (RNS) 


Author in This Issue 


The Reverend Augustine Ralla Ram is General Sec- 
retary of the Student Christian Movement in India, 
Burma and Ceylon. He is at present a member of an 
Indian Deputation visiting the United States under the 
auspices of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions. 





Wanted :— 


The office of CHRISTIANITY AND Crists finds 
itself without a single copy of the issue of the paper 
dated February 7, 1944, which is Vol. IV, No. 1. 
If any of our readers who have a file of the maga- 
zine could let us have this issue, we would deeply 
appreciate it. 
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